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OSAGE ALLOTMENT ACT OF 1906

DIVISION OSAGE LANDS AND FUNDS.
Act of June 28, 1908. (34 Stat, L., p. 589.)

An Act For the division of the lands and funds of the Osage In-
Indians in Oklahoma Territory, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House a£ Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the roll of the
of the O tribe of Indians, as shown by the records of the United
States in the office of the United States Indian agent at the Osage
Agency, Oklahoma Territory, as it existed on the first day of Jan-
uary, nineteen hundred and six, and all children born between Jan-
uary first, nineteen hundred and six, and July first, nineteen hundred
and seven, to persons whose names are on said roll on January first,
nineteen hundred and six, and all children whose names are not
now on said roll, but who were born to members of the tribe whose
names were on the said roll on January first, nineteen hundred and
six, including the children of members of the tribe who have, or have
had, white husbands, is hereby declared to be the roll of said tribe and
to constitute the legal membership thereof : Provided, That the prin-
cipal chief of the 5sages shall, within three months from and after
the approval of this act, file with the Secretary of the Interior a list
of the names which the tribe claims were placed upon the roll by
fraud, but no name shall be included in said list of any person or his
descendants that was placed on said roll prior to the thirty-first day
of December, eighteen hundred and eighty-one, the date of the adop-
tion of the dsage constitution, and the Secretary of the Interior, as
early as practicable, shall carefully investigate such cases and shall
determine which of said persons, 1f any, are entitled to enrollment;
but the tribe must affirmatively show what names have been placed
upon said roll by fraud ; but where the rights of persons to enroﬁment
to the Osage roll have been investigated by the Interior Department
and it has been determined by the Secretary of the Interior that such
persons were entitled to enrollment, their names shall not be stricken
from the roll for fraud except upon newly discovered evidence; and
the Secretary of the Interior shall have authority to place on the
Osage roll the names of all persons found by him, after investigation,
to be so entitled, whose applications were pending on the date of the
approval of this act; and the said Secretary of the Interior is here-
by authorized to strike from the said roll the names of persons or
their descendants which he finds were placed thereon by or through
fraud, and the said roll as above provided, after the revision and ap-
p::ovai of the Secretary of the Interior, as herein provided, shall con-
stitute the agprov_ed roll of said tribe; and the action of the Secre-
tary of the Interior in the revision of the roll as herein provided
shall be final, and the provisions of the Act of Congress oF Augnst
fifteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, T'wenty-eighth Statutes
87598—17
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at Large, page three hundred and five, granting persons of Indian
blood who have been denied allotments the right to appeal to the
courts, are hereby repealed as far as the same relate to the Osnﬁe
Indians; and the’tribal lands and tribal funds of said tribe shall be
equally divided among the members of snid tribe as hereinafter
provided.

Sec. 2. That all lands belonging to the Osage tribe of Indians in
Oklahoma Territory, except as herein provided, shall be divided
among the members of said tribe, giving to each his or her fair
share thereof in acres, as follows:

First. Each member of said tribe, as shown by the roll of mem-
bership made up as herein provided, shall be permitted to select one
hundred and sixty acres ofp land as a first selection; and the adult
members shall select their first selections and file notice of the same
with the United States Indian agent for*the Osages within thres
months after the approval of this act: Provided, TE:i all selections
of lands heretofore made by any member of said tribe, against which
no contest is pending, be and the same are hereby, ratified and con-
firmed as one of the selections of such member. And if any adult
member fails, refuses, or is unable to make such selection within
said time, then it shall be the duty of the United States Indian agent
for the Osages to make such selection for such member or members,
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior. That all
said first sélections for minors shall be made by the United States
Indian agent for the Osages, subject to the a proval of the Secretary
of the Interior: Provided, That said first selections for minors hav-
ing parents may be made by said parents, and the word *minor "
or “minors” used in this act shall be held to mean those who are
under twenty-one years of age: And provided further, That all
children born to members of said tribe between Janua first, nine-
teen hundred and six, and the first day of Januarfy, nineteen hun-
dred and seven, shall have their selections made for them within
six months after approval of this act, or within six months after their
respective births. fI)’h:;.l; all children born to members of said tribe
on and after the first day of January, nineteen hundred and seven,
and before the first day of July, nineteen hundred and seven, shall
have their selections made for them on or before the last day of
July, nineteen hundred and seven, the proof of birth of such chil-
dren to be made to the United States Indian agent for the Osages.

Second. That in making his or her first selection of land, as here-
in provided for, a member shall not be permitted to select land
already selected by, or in possession of, another member of said tribe
as a first selection, unless such other member is in possession of more
land than he and his family are entitled to for first selections under
this act; and in such cases the members in possession and having
houses, orchards, barns, or plowed land thereon shall have the prior
right to make the first selection: Provided, That where members of
the tribe are in possession of more land than they are entitled to for
first selections herein, said -members shall have sixty days after the
approval of this act to dispose of the improvements on said lands
to other members of the tribe.

Third. After each member has selected his or her first selection as
herein provided, he or she shall be permitted to make a second selec-
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and two persons to be selected by the Cpmmissio_ﬁ’er of Indinn Affairs
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; and said com-
mission shall settle all controversies between members of the tribe
relative to said selections of land ; and the schedules of said selections
and division of lands herein provided for shall be subject to the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior. The surveys, salaries of said
commission, and all other proper expenses necessary in making the
selections and division of land as herein provided shall be paid by the
Secretary of the Interior, out of any Osage funds derived from the
sale of town lots, royalties from oil, gas, or other minerals, or rents
from grazing land.

Seventh. That the Secretary of the Interior, in his discretion, at
the request and upon the petition of any adult member of the tribe,
may issue to such member a certificate of competency, authorizing him
to sell and convey any of the lands deeded him by reason of this act,
except his homestead, which shall remain inalienable and nontaxable
for a period of twenty-five years, or during the life of the homestead
allottee, if upon investigation, consideration, and examination of the
request he shall find any such member fully competent and capable of
transacting his or her own business and caring for his or her own indi-
vidual affairs: Provided, That upon the issuance of such certificate of
competency the lands of such member (except his or her homestead)
shalfebecome subject to taxation, and such member, except as herein
provided, shall have the right to manage, control, and dispose of his
or her lands the same as any citizen of the United States: Provided,
That the surplus lands shall be nontaxable for the period of three
years from the approval of this act, except where certificates of com-
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